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2.10 SURVEYS FILE Specification Screen

Introduction

The SURVEYS FILE Specification Screen displays the information contained in the Surveys
File data set (CENTRAL.SURVEYS) for a particular survey.  This data set contains information
that is used in processing data for a particular survey.  Many of the fields displayed in this screen
are maintained by the StEPS programmers and cannot be edited.  Other fields can be edited by
users with MGMTPRIV = ‘P’.  The fields which can be edited allow you to: 

' Indicate whether the sort field on the StEPS bar code is to include an entry.

' Specify how death IDs are handled in estimation and variance estimation.

' Specify how delinquents will be handled (i.e., non-response adjustment, general
imputation).

' Specify the default stat period to be used when changing to a different survey
(using the Survey Selection screen) in User Setup.

Accessing the Screen(s)

! Click on the SURVEY SPECIFICATIONS button from the StEPS Main Menu.

! Click on the OTHER SPECIFICATIONS button from the Survey Specifications Menu.

! Select “Surveys File Specifications” to display the following:
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Figure 2.10   Surveys File Specifications Screen

Screen Features

Survey

! Survey identifier of survey currently being processed.
! Field not correctable.
! To change the survey, you must access the Survey Selection screen from USER SETUP    

(See Chapter 1.1).

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Survey Name    

! Name of survey currently being processed. 
! Field not correctable.
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Bar Code Sort

! Indicates whether the sort field on the StEPS barcode is to include an entry and if so, from
which location.

F Include the 2-digit FORMID entry (from the SURVLIB.FORM data set) associated
with the FORM specified in the stat period control file. 

S Include a code other than the 2-digit FORMID.

Blank Do not include a sort field entry in the barcode.

! Only users with MGMTPRIV = ‘P’ can edit this field.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Zero Death

! Indicates how death IDs are handled in estimation and variance estimation.

Y Retain death IDs as zeroed-out data. 

N Do not include death IDs in the ID data.

Blank Default to same action as “N”.

! Only users with MGMTPRIV = ‘P’ can edit this field.

NOTE: Flag should be ‘Y’ when the jackknife, balanced-repeated replication, or Poisson-
sampling variance formula is used.  Can be ‘N’ when random groups method is used
and no random group consists entirely of deaths.

If value is ‘Y’, then inactive cases since the last sample selection must be carried
forward in each stat period rollover.  Since they are needed for estimation, they must
be on the current stat period control file.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Delinquent Action

! Indicates how delinquent IDs will be handled.  If an ID is considered a ‘good respondent’, the
RSPCDE field on the stat period control file is set to ‘Y’.  If, however, the ID is ‘delinquent’,
the RSPCDE will be set to either ‘A’ or ‘I’ to indicate whether non-response adjustment or
general imputation will be performed.  The Delinquent Action field indicates which value to
place in the RSPCDE field for IDs that are ‘delinquent’.
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A Perform non-response adjustment for delinquent IDS (must set the RSPCDE field on
the stat period control file to ‘A’). 

I Perform general imputation for delinquent IDs (must set the RSPCDE field on the stat
period control file to ‘I’ ).  

Blank Default to same action as “I”.

! Only users with MGMTPRIV = ‘P’ can edit this field.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Default Survey Stat Period

! Displays the stat period to be used as the default when you change to a different survey using
the Survey Selection screen in the User Setup module. 

The stat period specified in the Survey Selection screen is the one that will be processed in
your current StEPS session.  Although the ‘default’ is specified in the Survey Files screen, a
stat period other than the default may still be selected from within the Survey Selection
screen. 

NOTE: When you click on the arrow ‘'’, a pick list of all stat periods which currently
exist in the SURVLIB.VSTATPS data set will display. 

! Only users with MGMTPRIV = ‘P’ can edit this field.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Balance Complex Logic Flag

! Flag to indicate what type of balance complex logic is to be used in general imputation. 

Blank Follow the standard logic as specified in the conditions/actions on the GIBS file.
S Use a Services path that collapses conditions and has limited actions.

! Field is not correctable.

Check-in Survey Code
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! Field used on the bar code to uniquely identify this survey.  There is a 1-1 relationship
between the survey identifier and the “check-in survey code”.  See StEPS Decision Document
#3 for a list of the survey identifiers and corresponding survey check-in codes.

! Field is not correctable.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MCS Directory

! This field contains the TMO Master Control System (MCS) information needed to retrieve
keyed data for the survey.  It is also used to hold/place information for the survey. 

NOTE: This field is not currently being used.  It will be used in the future, however, to
automatically place/retrieve data from the MCS. 

! Field is not correctable.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Status 

! Flag to indicate whether or not the survey is available to interactive users.

A or blank Survey is available to interactive users.
L Interactive users are to be locked out of the survey.

! Field is not correctable.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Probability Sample Flag

! Flag to indicate whether or not this survey is a probability sample.  This will affect how data
are processed.  

Example: If the survey is “not” a probability sample, item data exists, and the weight switch
is missing, the data will be included.  If, however, it is a probability sample, the
data will not be included if the weight switch is missing.

Y Survey is a probability sample.
N Survey is not a probability sample.
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! Field is not correctable.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Computer (Name of Survey’s Computer)

! Field is not currently being used.

! Possible future use:  This field may be used to identify which computer a particular survey is
on, if all surveys in StEPS are not on the same machine.  It could be used to  indicate that a
user is on the wrong machine or it could remotely connect the user to the correct machine.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

IP Address (of Computer)

! Field is not currently being used.

! Possible future use:  This field may be used to identify which computer a particular survey is
on, if all surveys in StEPS are not on the same machine.  It could be used to  indicate that a
user is on the wrong machine or it could remotely connect the user to the correct machine.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

StEPS Version

! Version of StEPS software used to process this survey.  

! Field not currently being used. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

USRNME (User Name)
 

The name of the user who last corrected (interactively) any variable for this record.

PRGNME (Program Name)
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The name of the routine or program that last updated this record.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

PRGDTM (Program Date and Time Stamp)

The date that a routine or program last updated this record.

P-Menus

P-Menu Options Function

EDIT Apply corrections (F2) Apply corrections to database.

HELP Survey Specifications Help (F1)

WhoamI (F7)

Display HELP information on using the Survey
Specifications screen.
Display user default and systems information.

EXIT StEPS Main Menu (Home)
Exit (F3)

Return to StEPS Main Menu.
Exit to previous screen. 


